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SUBJECT: RA^ ALPHA HELIX AMAZON/CARIBBEAN EXPEDITION 
REE: (A) STATE 69472; (B) BOGOTA 3126 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED DIPLOMATIC NOTE FROM COLOMBIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY IN REPLY TO EMBASSY’S NOTE OF APRIL 1 
REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR RA/ ALPHA HELIX TO CONDUCT 
OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH IN COLOMBIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. 
THE COLOMBIAN GOVZRNMENT HAS REEUSED PERMISSION FOR THE 
RESEARCH. 

2. A TRANSLATION OF PERTINENT PORTIONS OF THE MINISTRY'S 
NOTE FOLLOWS: "THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT THAT THE SPONSORS OP THE EXPEDITION (WHICH THE 
SHIP IN REPERENCE IS FINISHING IN THE AMAZON REGION) 
ENCOUNTERED CERTAIN DIPFICULTIES IN COMPLYING WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY COLOMBIAN LAW, DENIES 
PERMISSION FOR CONDUCTING THE RESEARCH REPERRED TO IN 
THE EMBASSY'S NOTE." 

3. FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF NOTE, EMBASSY OPFICER MET 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OPFICIAL CONCERNED AND ASKED 
FOR EXPLANATION OP DECISION. HE WAS TOLD COLOMBIAN 
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NAVY CONSIDERED THAT THE RESEARCH COVERED IN THIS 
REQUEST WAS A CONTINUATION OF THE WORK OF THE ALPHA 
HELIX EXPEDITION IN THE AMAZON REGION AND THAT 
CONSIDERING THE REFUSAL OF THE EXPEDITION'S 
SPONSORS TO COMPLY WITH COLOMBIAN LAW IN THE REQUEST 
FOR PHASE VII, AUTHORIZATION FOR THIS OCEANOGRAPHIC 
RESEARCH COULD NOT BE GRANTED. 
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4. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL EXPLAINED INFORMALLY 
THAT CERTAIN COLOMBIAN NAVAL OFFICIALS REMAINED SO 
ANNOYED AT BEHAVIOR OF EXPEDITION'S SPONSORS IN 
PHASE I, PHASE VII AND IN SUBSEQUENT DIFFICULTIES 
SURROUNDING VISIT TO LETICIA THAT THEY WERE 
UNWILLING TO ACCEDE TO ANY REQUEST FOR ALPHA HELIX 
RESEACH AT THIS TIME. HE SAID HE HAD EXPLAINED 

TO THESE NAVY OFFICIALS THAT, AS HE HAD BEEN INFORMED 
BY EMBASSY, THE OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH WAS ENTIRELY 
UNRELATED TO THE AMAZON EXPEDITION AND WOULD IN FACT 
INVOLVE DIFFERENT INDIVIDUALS. DESPITE THIS EXPLANATION, 
THE COLOMBIAN NAVY REMAINED OPPOSED. 

5. EMBASSY OFFICER ASKED THAT DECISION BE 
RECONSIDERED AND THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL 
CONSULT AGAIN WITH NAVY OFFICIALS EMPHASIZING THE 
SEPARATE AND INDEPENDENT NATURE OF THE 
OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH VIS A VIS THE AMAZON 
EXPEDITION. HE PROMISED TO DO SO BUT SAID HE 
BELIEVED THE CHANCES FOR SUCCESS WERE VERY DOUBTFUL. 
HE PROMISED TO INFORM EMBASSY BY END OF MONTH. 

6. EMBASSY WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT INFORMED OF 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

DREXLER 
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